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The 4-H Uniform-A Woven History of RESPECT


(Aretha Franklin’s song “Respect”…) I’ve got more than just a little respect for 

this green blazer.  As a 4-H Ambassador, I have a sense of pride for the 4-H program as 

well as responsibility to respect its history and customs.  I’m Jennifer Calvin from 

Randall County, District 1. My interest in researching the history of 4-H uniform for girls 

began about a year ago as part of my 4-H clothing project when my mom bought 4-H 

uniform patterns on the Internet.  Today I would like to share the purpose and the history

Of 4-H uniforms focusing on uniforms for girls in Texas. In his book, The Importance of 

Wearing Clothes, Lawrence Langer states, “By wearing the uniform of a particular group, 

a man shows by his clothing that he has given up his right to act freely as an individual 

but must act in accordance with and under the limitations and regulations of his group.”


Uniforms may be very formal like the military or as simple as a decorated t-shirt.  

Uniforms have several functions.  They identify members of a group like my blazer, 

provide means of both revealing and concealing status levels such as school uniforms, or 

they can serve as symbols of authority such as police uniforms.  Uniforms determine 

boundaries, insure the attainment of goals, and eliminate conflicts among status levels of 

members.  Uniforms in today’s society may help develop a sense of pride, increase 

employee loyalty, contribute to better public relations, differentiate members from 

nonmembers, and in facilitate role performance.  The organization designing or issuing 

the uniform wants its employees or members to respect the ideals of the organization and 

model  expected behavior.


Like many groups, 4-H established and has continued to update uniforms for 

members.  Uniforms were mainly worn in the 1920’s, 50’s and 60’s. The first 4-H 

uniform was made of blue surge and worn with tomato red ties symbolic of the Tomato 


Canning Clubs that were the forerunner of the modern Texas 4-H program.  The original 

photo featuring this uniform could not be located during the a thorough search of the 

Texas 4-H archive filed made by former Extension Agent Tammera Dean Beckham as 

she conducted research for her masters thesis.  The first recorded photos of 4-H uniforms 

pictures the Beeville Community Canning Club in identical bibbed style aprons and caps 

of white cotton fabric.  The aprons appeared to be the same length as the garment worn 

underneath in a peasant dirndl style.  The only garment visible was a button front v-neck 

bodice with a peter pan collar and long, fitted set-in sleeves. Matching aprons and hats 

were worn by canning club members as they demonstrated food preservation techniques 

and the instructions for these may be found in the National 4-H Council archives.


The first National 4-H Club Cam Congress was held in 1927 in Washington D.C. 

State delegates to the camp wore assigned uniforms.  The girls wore a two piece dress 

made of soft jade-green poplin fabric with long sleeves, a detachable white collar, and \

narrow white cuffs.  A white crusher, green knickers, a white crepe-de-chine tie, white 

stockings and white or black low heeled shoes completed the look.  Texas delegates wore 

the national uniform to this and other events.


There was no consistent use of the uniforms during the 1930’s and 40’s due to the 

Depression following WWI.  In 1950 the Texas 4-H council was organized and they were 

issued the challenge of updating the uniform.  The style used from 1949-1955 was a two 

piece 4-H suite dress that was available through the National 4-H Supply Company in 

Chicago, Illinois.  It consisted of a knee length, full fore-gored skirt and a princess style 

short fitted set-in sleeve suite jacket with a belt to accommodate it.  The jacket featured a 

four-button closure, a v-neckline, and was worn with a white pique dickey.  The fabric 

used was green and white seersucker cotton made with a Simplicity brand pattern.  The 

official beanie was crocheted with a snow white pattern made available through the 

National 4-H Supply Service and Coat’s and Clark’s Education Bureau.  McCall’s 

offered a pattern in 1956 that featured an easy-to-sew (WINK—this is disputed by 

some…) one piece dress with short kimona sleeves, a button sleeve band, a pleated knee 

length skirt, a convertible two-pieced notched collar that made a v-neckline, a four button 

front closure bodice ,and a self fabric belt.  Green and white stripped cotton fabric was 

used.  A 4-H chevron patch worn on the left side over the heart.  This style was worn 

from 1956 to 1960.  A uniform similar in design to this one is currently on display at the 

Texas 4-H Center in Brownwood.


As a new decade was ushered in—so was a new uniform.  A two piece skirt and 

blouse was made of the same green and white stripped corded cotton fabric as used in the 

late 1950’s.  The blouse featured short cuffed fitted set-in sleeves, a jewel neckline, a four 

button closure, and a 4-H chevron patch attached to a pocket worn over the heart.  The 

skirt featured boxed pleats, a left side zipper, and a self fabric belt.  In 1966, a ready-

made two-piece suite was made available from the National 4-H Supply Company.  


The last official girls uniform was made and used in the 1970’s.  The shift style

 mini-dress featured a jeweled neckline and was worn with a jacket.  The jacket included

a two-pieced notched collar, long sleeves, two pockets, and a three button front closure.


In 1984, the Harris County 4-H Ambassadors formally represented the 4-H 

program at community events in this classic green blazer.  Later, the State 4-H Council 

officers Adopted it as their uniform.  Through funding provided by Texas Utilities in 

1989, the green blazer became the official uniform of the entire council, not jus the 

officers.  The green jacket is a symbol of leadership in the Texas 4-H program, and is 

respected by those who wear it and those who dream of having the honor of wearing it.


In summary, let me review some of the history we have discussed today.  

Uniforms serve to identify members of a group, reveal or conceal status levels, and 

portray authority.  The earliest recorded uniform for  females in Texas were made of blue 

serge fabric with tomato red ties.  White aprons and caps were worn when 4-H members 

demonstrated their canning skills to the public.  Uniforms became obsolete during the 

1930’s and 40’s due to the depression.  There were two different uniforms in the 1950’s 

(pause) a two-piece uniform with a fore-gored skirt and a princess jacket followed by the 

1956 version- a one-piece fess.  In 1960, they reverted back to a two-piece shirt and 

blouse.  The last official uniform was a shift style mini dress worn in the 1970’s  Today, 

the green blazer is the uniform for males and females on state council and 4-H 

ambassador program participants.  It has become a symbol to younger Texas 4-H 

members inspiring them to cultivate the 4-H club motto, “To Make the Best Better.”


(R-E-S-P-E-C-T) pause------yes….Aretha Franklin had it right—The 4-H uniform 

deserves respect and demands that its wearer remember at all times that they have traded 

the right to act freely as an individual for the responsibility of upholding the head, heart, 

hand and health of 4-H.


The foundation for my presentation today was Masters Thesis Research 

conducted by Mrs. Tammera Dean Beckham at Texas Woman’s University that was 

completed in 1985. My other references included Ms. Gayle Hall, State 4-H Council 

Advisor, Dr. Rae Wilkinson, Mississippi 4-H Specialist, Mrs. Elsie Carper, National 4-H 

Council Alumni and donor relations and Susan Denney of the Panhandle Plains Historical 

Museum in Canyon.  This concludes my presentation.  Are there any question???????

